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SUBJECT: VELASCO LEADS PLEDGE TO FLAG PREVOLUTION 

L PRESIDENT VELASCO APPEARED TN PUBLIC FOR FIRST TIME IN FOUR 
MONTHS TO PRESIDE OVER TRADITIONAL JUNE 7 MILITARY PLEDGE-TO-FLAG 
CEREMONY WHICH THE GOP HAS NOW TURNED INTO DEMONSTRATION OF CIVILIAN- 
MILITARY LOYALTY TO COUNTRY AND REVOLUTION. CEREMONIES ALSO TOOK 
PLACE IN OTHER CITIES THROUGHT PERU. VELASCO RODE ABOUT ONE MILE 
FROM GOVERNMENT PALACE TO PLAZA BOLOGNESI AND BACK IN OPEN CAR. 

HE LOOKED WELL ENOUGH, SMILING AND WAVING TO THE CRUWD IN HIS 
CHARACTERISTIC MANNER. 

2. CEREMONY ITSELF WAS NON-POLEMIC AND RETRAINED A MILITARY FLAVOR 
COMPLETE WITH FIELD MASS AND PROTOCOLARY PRESENTATION OF WREATHS 
AT BASE OF MONUMENT TO GEN BOLOGNESI, FALLEN HERO OF THE WAR 

OF THE PACIFIC NOTED FOR FIGHTING "TO THE LAST BULLET". PRIME 
MINISTER MORALES BERMUDEZ READ PRINCIPAL ADDRESS CALLING UPON 
SOLDIERS AND PEOPLE TOGETHER TO DEFEND THE REVOLUTION. 

3. ASSEMBLED MULTITUDE, NOWHERE NEAR THE 400,000 CLAIMED BY 
LOCAL MEDIA, WAS IMPRESSIVE IN SIZE NEVERTHELESS. THE WELL- 
ORGANIZED GOP EFFORT, INCLUDING FREE TRANSPORTATION FROM SLUMS 
SURROUNDING LIMA AND COUNTRYSIDE, WAS SUCCESSFUL. CROWD LARGELY 
CONSISTED OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM "REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS" 
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ATTENDANCE WAS A COMMAND PERFORMANCE. 

4. IT IS ALSO NOTABLE THAT CROWD WAS CLEARLY APATHETIC. THERE WERE 
NO SPONTANEOUS CHEERS AND ONLY MINOR CIVILIAM PARTICIPATION IN 
ACTUAL OATH OF ALLEGIANCE, ALTHOUGH MEDIA PRESENTED ACT AS COM- 
BINED SHOUT OF UNIFIED MILITARY AND ITS PEOPLE. THE ONLY SPARK 

OF CROWD ENTHUSIASM WAS ENGENDERED BY MOTORIZED PASSAGE OF 
VELASCO AND RECIPROCAL GREETING OF VELASCO AND PEOPLE ALONG MOTOR- 
CADE ROUTE. 

5. ONLY PLACARDS IN EVIDENCE WERE OFFICIALLY AUTHORIZED ONES. 

THERE WERE NO FAR-LEFT SLOGANS AND A MINIMUM OF ANTI- YANKEE 
BANNERS OR CHANTS. PARADE OF CIVILIAMS FOLLOWING VELASCO BACK 
TO PALACE WAS COMPOSED OF GOP SPONSORED LABOR, PEASANT AND 
YOUTH GROUPS AS WELL AS PEOPLE FROM THE SLUM AREAS. THE COMMUNIST 
CGTP TRADE UNION WAS PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY BUT SEEMED TO FADE 
AWAY BEFORETHE MARCH TO THE PALACE. LEFTIST CAMPESINO ORGANIZA 
TION (CCP) WAS NOT REPRESENTED. ANTI-COMMUNIST MLR, WHOSE PRESENCE 
AT RALLY WAS REPORTEDLY OPPOSED BY CIVILIANS IN ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE, WAS VERY MUCH IN EVIDENCE. 

6. IN CONCLUSION, THE JUNE 7 CEREMONY DEMONSTRATED A GOP 
ABILITY TO PRODUCE A SIZEABLE, CONTROLLED CROWD. IT ALSO 
DEMONSTRATED AN INABILITY TO ANIMATE THE PEOPLE. VELASCO'S 
PRESENCE MAY SCOTCH RUMORS ABOUT HIS HEALTH FOR A TIME, 

ALTHOUGH IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT HE DID NOT SPEAK AND HAS NOT 
SPOKEN TO AN AUDIENCE SINCE HIS LIVE TV-RADIO ADDRESS TO THE 
NATION ON FEBRUARY 17. INCONTRAST TO LAST YEAR, VELASCO DID 
NOT RECEIVE WORKER AND PEASANT REPRESENTATIVES AT THE PALACE 
FOLLOWING THE CEREMONIES. IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, THE EXTENT OF 
VELASCO'S PUBLIC EXPOSURES HAS BEEN MEETINGS WITH VISITING DIG- 
NITARIES AND A HANDFUL OF TRUSTED NEWSMEN. IF, HOWEVER, VELASO 
IS IN FACT AS HEALTHY AS HE APPEARED JUNE 7, HE COULD 

REMAIN THE ULTIMATE ARBITER OF THE REVOLUTION FOR THE FORE- 
SEEABLE FUTURE. IN ANY EVENT, FOR THE JUNE 7 CROWD AT LEAST, 

VELASCO WAS CLEARLY SUPREME CHIEF AND THE ONLY GENERAL AROUND WITH 
CHARISMA. 

DEAN 
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